Dear Sir/Madam,


We as young people would like to respond to your draft response to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which is supposed to focus on the recommendations the committee made to the UK government in 2002. 


Upon reading the report, we had a number of issues with it and felt like it had the wrong focus. It seems to be a list of all of the laws and bodies that have been set up under the Labour government, as opposed to being a response to the concluding observations of the committee. Although we feel it is important to recognise the achievements and the problems within the supposedly reformed care system, we do not feel as if the report talks enough about what you are doing to support or deal with children who do not get into trouble or live at home with two parents who adequately support their needs. 


We will naturally begin with chapter one, the report says that local councils should create a “Children and Young People’s Plan,” but does not discuss how young people are properly consulted in this process or how you as the government, are monitoring meaningful participation within local councils. In addition, the Children Act 2004 created the job of Children’s Commissioner for England. However, we still feel there are large gaps in terms of information distribution to young people as the government does not discuss how the commissioner is letting young people know about him or their rights, as stated in article 42. We personally feel like it would be better if the word “rights” was put into his job title, calling him a “Children’s Rights Commissioner.” This chapter also discusses “children in adult prisons,” we would like an explanation as to why the focus is only on girls. There are also claims in this chapter, that all children and young people “feel they are well off,” however how can this be true with the levels of child poverty that we have in this country. Moreover, the recent UNICEF report would also prove otherwise. 


In terms of chapter 2, we do feel a lot of progress has been made in this area. However, the government also needs to discuss why child benefit and tax credit is not solving the issues with child poverty and how else they are dealing with it. In addition, we congratulate the recent introduction of the minimum wage for 16-17 year olds, however we still face problems with understanding why this is still lower than the normal minimum wage, which can lead to two people, doing the same job, and the younger person being paid less because of their age. Is the government also considering introducing another minimum wage from the age of 13, when a young person is allowed to work, to ensure fair pay for young people?


We did find chapter three very interesting, particularly in regards to school councils. This chapter refers to article 12, which we feel is one of the most important articles in the convention. Firstly, we think there is a problem with monitoring the effectiveness of school council and as a result, their quality varies across the country. The government encouraged all schools to have them, but does not explain in the report how they are ensuring they work and are listening to young people. We feel these should also be assessed alongside OFSTED. There is a mention of the Youth Opportunities Fund, however we understood this to be a three-year project and hence would like this to be clarified in the report. 


Chapter four scares us the most as we still feel not enough has been done to stop parents from hitting children. Particularly since the law was not changed, we don’t think its truthful that the government is doing enough to target parents to stop them using this form of punishment and we would like it outlined exactly what the government is doing, in the report. In addition to this, we would like clarification as to what “teachers can discipline pupils” means, stating exactly what the law says teachers can do and how this relates back to article 19 of the UNCRC. 


We are sure that you as the government recognise the problems young people face with puberty. A big part of this is to do with sex and relationships as chapter six shows. The report discusses wanting to reduce the number of young people in the UK with “chlamydia,” you do list a few of the ways you have tried to do this. However, we feel you should go into more depths around Sex Education; discussing why it is not compulsory and why the majority of young people feel it is inadequate. Young people feel like it should be started, in depth, earlier and there should be more of an emphasis on emotions. The process needs to be ongoing and monitored. Moreover, in this section we feel there needs to be a mention here about young people being put in the same mental wards as adults and why this is still occurring. 


When looking at chapter seven, we see that it discusses youth provision. We still feel that young people want to do things, but are hindered because it is too expensive. For example, a lot of young people would like to use the gym three times a week but can’t afford to keep up this activity. Why is the government not doing more to subsidise social activities for young people? It is still very expensive for young people to go to the cinema or to travel around the country and this needs to be discussed in the report. As well as this, we feel that more information should be in the report as to how bullying is still affecting children and young people and how effective Anti Bullying Policies are in our schools. There is a part in this chapter that discusses “teaching children about their rights” in citizenship, however the report does not discuss how effective this is and it is not very realistic. We as young people know that we do not learn enough about our rights and citizenship is most definitely inadequate. You have also written a big plan to give young mothers education and training and we would like more explanation of this in the report. The report also mentions inclusive schooling, however we would like to know what the government is doing to help schools improve access and how they are ensuring they are doing it. 


Finally, we have a big problem with the government’s reservations on locking up asylum seeking or refugee children and we feel the government has dodged this question throughout this report. We do not feel it is right to lock these young people up and do not feel the explanation provided by you is substantive. Many of us were shocked at the age of criminal responsibility; putting a 10 year old on the crime register is wrong because they are too young and this could cause problems in later life, the law does not recognise people’s changing maturity. The government does not justify this either properly in the report. Chapter 8 also discusses ASBOs, which we as young people have a lot of dislike for. We would like the report to tell the committee the conditions for an ASBO and a real example of what happens when somebody gets one. The report also mentions 17 year olds in the criminal justice system, we think this needs to be quickly reviewed ensuring every young person up to the age of 18, is treated as such, throughout the criminal justice system. The word “prostitution” is also mentioned and we would like to know what support the government is offering young people trapped in this vicious cycle. 


There seems to be a lot of commissions and committees, but we would like to read how the government is ensuring they are all communicating and all of the youth service is respecting and promoting children’s rights. It is quite ironic that “children’s rights” are hardly mentioned in the 101 page report and this definitely needs to be addressed. The government should be relating all of their progress (and what they haven’t done) back to children’s rights. This report is clearly still in its draft form and we hope you take all of our comments on board when creating the final version. 

