Time to Talk

A response from members of CRAE’s Get Ready for Geneva steering group- a national coalition of young people compiling a report on the state of children’s rights in the UK to send to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2008. 
www.getreadyforgeneva.org.uk 
What are the things that worry and concern you the most about being a young person?

Something which we feel very strongly about is the consistent upholding of children’s rights. We believe that children’s rights should be at the top of the Government’s agenda. The Convention on the Rights of the Child must be upheld because it sets out the overruling right of a child. It is also apparent that a lot of Government ministers as well as MPs are not well informed (if at all) about the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in addition to many other adults in power, such as governors and teachers.
Votes at 16 is another worry and concern. Why won’t the Government allow young people to exercise the right to a voice - the right that has been denied to so many people for so long? The Government needs to realise that young people are the future and embedding them in the structure of all decision making is not only an example to other neighbouring countries but will benefit this country immensely.

We could mention the other maybe slightly obvious concerns such as lack of money, things to do, transport costs, healthy living standards, poverty and the medias portrayal of young people but we assume that you will receive reports outlining these issues, worries and concerns- if not we would be only more than happy to discuss these further.

What do the government do to help support you? What else can they do?


We believe that the initiative of the Youth Opportunity/Capital Fund is a great opportunity for some young people to get involved, expand creativity as well as experience empowerment. We would like to see this developed and expanded further by increasing the awareness of it as well as providing sustainable funds.

The Government needs to support young people by providing a wider variety of places for them to go, not just youth centres. It needs to put young people at centre of Government policies. It needs to be committed to young people and funding children and young people’s activities. New activity centres need to allow young people to engage in modern society and allow them to expand their creativity and imagination through all means possible.


Schools need to have a named dedicated person to look after the well-being and interests of young people and not bombard them with education that could be described as irrelevant.

The Government needs to realise that young people are fully dependent upon either the state or their parents for financial help. Well, that is unless that young person is in the minute minority to have a small part-time job. The Government needs to increase both awareness and opportunities for young people’s paid and voluntary employment as well as making universities more accessible (one way to do this would be by making the UCAS procedure less complicated) and making university education completely free. 

How can we make sure that you get the services you need?


As mentioned previously- a named dedicated person in school other than Connexions PAs would be great, somebody who just likes to listen and have ‘a good old chat’.


Another thing that needs to be increased is the awareness of the services. This awareness needs to be in an accessible format for young people, if on websites then it needs to be young person friendly along with any leaflets, posters etc. This again links in with involving young people and making them feel part of society and a community.

What can be done to keep children and young people out of trouble?


This links very closely to what has just been said. By making children and young people commit to, attach them to, believe in and have an involvement with society then they will feel more inclined to keep out of trouble.

We believe that the Government needs to focus more on why young people commit crime as opposed to what crimes they commit and the media amplification of this. 
