Alex and Iqra’s speech to the UN General Assembly

Alex and Iqra gave this speech to the UN General Assembly on Wednesday 12th December, as part of the UK Government delegation to the World Fit for Children +5 event. 
“The UK Government has invested a lot of money both domestically and internationally on improving education and to ensure children have access to good health care.

We would also like to highlight the good work done by the UK Government on child trafficking. 

Within the UK there is an extensive youth participation network, giving young people lots of opportunities to express their views, such as the UK Youth Parliament, school councils and youth advisory boards. 
However, to further improve youth participation we have to ensure that every school has a school council, that youth forums are more accessible and widely publicised and that children’s rights are a part of every child’s life.

We also feel that children who are in different circumstances, for whatever reason must get the opportunity to get their voices heard, influence decision making and be treated with dignity and respect – such as children in prisons, child refugees and asylum seekers, and children not in school. 

We would also like children and young people to be more involved with the democratic and political decision making processes, both domestically and internationally. 
We are both involved in a project which has allowed us to hear the ideas and views of many different children in England. By doing this we found that many children do not know about the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. So, the question is, how will children in the UK and internationally be able to defend their rights, or get support, if they don’t know these rights exist?
In the UK we would also like to eliminate all forms of violence and discrimination and promote equality between people of all ages. 

Thank you for listening.
